
 
 

Power of One Volunteer Program 
October News & Notes 

 
Autumn greetings to you! 
 
The second month of the school year is underway and most everyone is settling in with 
the routines of his or her classrooms, teachers and students. 
 
Please remember to fill in your timesheets.  This is an important record for our program.  
The hours you put in are added to databases locally and nationally that can help impact a 
wide variety of programs.  We also use the numbers to see how Power of One is growing.  
The blue notebooks are in each school office, usually close to where all visitors sign in.  
If you are having trouble finding it or if I’ve somehow overlooked making sure you have 
a tab, please let me know as soon as possible.  All hours are collected and recorded at the 
beginning of each month and sent to the RSVP program coordinator. 
 
For the month of September, the entire program logged 152.5 hours. 
 
Please welcome two newcomers to the Power of One program.  Maryann M. is at Syre 
elementary and Patrick D. is working to get connected at Echo Lake elementary.  We’re 
glad to have you in our program. 
 
The All City Tutor Training takes place this Saturday, October 27 from 8:30-1:30.  This 
free training features three sessions of workshops covering topics relevant to anyone 
working as a tutor or in a school setting.  Sponsored by the Seattle Tutoring Coalition (of 
which Power of One is a member), the event is at Washington Middle School, 2101 S. 
Jackson St, Seattle.  If you are interested in going, there’s room in my car for a carpool.  
Please let me know as soon as possible.  We’ll leave Shoreline at 7:30 a.m. There will be 
coffee and light refreshments.  Register for the training by going to 
www.seattletutoringcoalition.org and click on training. 
 
Planning is underway for a math workshop with the Shoreline school district’s math 
specialist, Linda Smith.  Tentatively scheduled for the afternoon of Thursday, November 
29.  Look for more details to come on this. 
 
The Senior Center is still working out a room schedule for my “office” hours.  When it’s 
settled, I’d love for you to come by and say hi and have a cup of coffee. 
 



Speaking of coffee, thank you to everyone who’s been able to attend the principal’s 
coffees so far this year.  The principals at Briarcrest, Echo Lake, Meridian Park and Syre 
have been very gracious.  It’s a great way to get connected at your volunteer school(s) 
and learn more about what’s going on with students and staff.  On deck for these 
meetings are Parkwood and Ridgecrest.   
 
If you are interested in any of the resource in our library, please let me know.  We have 
math dictionaries to loan, “The Read Aloud Handbook” by Jim Trelease, games and kits 
for math games.  If you have ideas for materials or resources that would enrich your 
volunteer time, please share them. 
 
Did you know that you could volunteer at more than one school?  There are several 
people in Power of One who give their time in multiple locations.  So if you are up to the 
challenge, there are plenty of assignments. 
 
Meridian Park and Syre elementary schools need help with their after school homework 
clubs. 
Syre’s is on Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:30-4:30.  A teacher is there to help guide 
volunteers and students. 
Meridian Park wants help with ELL (English Language Learners) students on 
Wednesdays 3:30-4:30. A teacher will help direct.  Groups are small. 
 
Many schools could use more help as well.  Here are just a few areas: 
Lake Forest Park: ELL Student Reading, Student Writing Help, Math Facts practice, 
Kindergarten small groups 
 
Meridian Park:  Library support, ELL student tutoring, support, Reading help,  
Cafeteria Positive Behavior Monitor, Copying, materials preparation, Mentoring 
 
Echo Lake:  Library Support; Orchestra class help; Kindergarten classroom support, 
small groups 
 
Shoreline Children’s Center:  Literacy Support—reading with young children 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our “Grandparents Activities” themed basket 
for the Shoreline-LFP Senior Center bazaar.  Our basket will be part of the silent auction 
at the bazaar November 2nd and 3rd.  If you’ve never been, the bazaar is a great place to 
do some holiday shopping, have a bite to eat and search out treasures at the rummage 
sale. 
 
It’s that time of year once again to focus on winter weather.  There may be times when 
the school district will cancel classes, delay the start of school or have an early release 
due to weather.  Whenever the district has schedule changes they use several methods to 
notify people.  Local TV and radio stations will broadcast changes.  The district also has 
an emergency hotline at 206-393-4400 you can call.  Updates are also posted on the 



district’s web site www.shorelineschools.org as well as on Facebook and Twitter.  You 
can also sign up for email or text notifications by going to www.schoolreport.org  
 
Even if school is open, if you don’t feel safe traveling to your school, please stay home.  
As a courtesy, call the school office and let them know you won’t be coming in. 
 
Please note the following important dates: 
Sunday, Nov. 4 Time to “fall back” as standard time begins 
Tuesday, Nov. 6 Election Day, remember to mail your ballot in time to be postmarked on 
this day. 
Monday, November 12 Veterans Day No School 
Wednesday, November 21 Early release for students.  Check with your teacher for a 
modified schedule 
Thursday, November 22-23 No school, Thanksgiving break 
 
The Shoreline Public Schools Foundation 18th Annual Phonathon will be held Sunday, 
Nov. 4, from 4 to 6:30 p.m.  Every autumn the Foundation calls our friends and neighbors 
in Shoreline and Lake Forest Park to ask for support the students in our schools through 
cash donations. These funds continue the efforts of the Shoreline Public Schools 
Foundation to improve reading proficiency, writing creativity, science enthusiasm, math 
confidence, musical ability, art participation, teacher effectiveness, and much more.   

The Foundation provides scholarships for students to attend summer school, and to 
participate in athletic, leadership and other extracurricular activities they might not 
otherwise be able to afford. The Power of One program is a recipient of the foundation’s 
community-wide grants. 

Donations may also be made online on the Foundation Web site. If you would like to 
volunteer on Nov. 4, please contact the Foundation office at 206-393-4107.  Since 1992 
the Shoreline Public Schools Foundation has provided over $2 million in funding for 
grants and programs. 

Anytime you have questions, suggestions or need additional information about Power of 
One, your volunteer assignment or anything else related to our program, feel free to 
contact me.  Call 206-365-1169 or email karen.kessinger@shorelineschools.org 
 
Best, 
Karen Kessinger 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Power of One Volunteer program 
karen.kessinger@shorelineschools.org 
206-365-1169, 
 


