
 
 

Power of One Volunteers 
News & Notes September 2012 

 
Welcome to a new school year.  Classes started for Shoreline district students and staff on 
Monday, September 10.  Kids (most of them anyway) and teachers are excited to be back 
in the classroom.  Hopefully you are too. 
 
A big THANK YOU to everyone who attended our annual back to school orientation.  It 
was great to see each of you.  For anyone unable to attend, there is a packet for you that 
includes the new school calendar and required background check forms.  We’ll get 
connected to make sure you have it as soon as possible. 
 
Badges & Background Checks 
The school district requires every volunteer to undergo a Washington State Patrol 
background check EACH year.  The form is in your back to school packet.  You must 
complete parts C and D and include a photocopy of your driver’s license or ID card.  The 
form and copy can either be returned to me or turned in at the school where you 
volunteer.  Most staff will gladly photocopy your license/ID as well. 
 
The district’s human resources department issues our Power of One badges.  If yours is 
broken or tattered, you can get a replacement by going to the human resources office at 
18560 1st Ave NE, Shoreline.  A staff person will take your picture.  The badge will take 
several days (or even weeks) to process.  The person in charge of making them only does 
them in batches.  Once ready, the badge will be sent to the office of the school where you 
volunteer.  In some cases, the new badge will be sent to me and I will deliver it to your 
volunteer school and place it in the Power of One notebook.  Stay tuned for the arrival of 
lanyards and badge clips. 
 
Principal’s Coffees 
A perk, so to speak, of being part of Power of One is coffee with the principal.  These are 
organized for schools with 3 or more Power of One volunteers.  So far here’s the 
schedule: 
Briarcrest Wednesday, Sept. 19 @ 9:30 a.m. 
Syre Friday, Sept. 21 @ 10:30 a.m. 
Meridian Park Wednesday, Sept. 26 @ 9:30 a.m. 
Echo Lake TBA 
Parkwood TBA 
Ridgecrest TBA 
Shoreline Children’s Center TBA 
 
For schools not listed above, more active volunteers are needed.  We’d like to thank the 
Shoreline Public Schools Foundation for its support of these events. 
 



These coffees would also be a great time to pass along your donations for our Senior 
Center bazaar auction basket.  Our theme is Grandparents Activity Basket.  Ideas for 
contributions include games, art and/or craft supplies, books, small toys, gift certificates 
for outings, etc.  Donations can also be dropped off at the Senior Center, marked with 
“Power of One” and Karen Kessinger. 
 
Training & Resources 
If you’re looking to better your classroom skills training and resources are available.  
You can take Seattle Tutoring Coalition’s online tutor orientation here: 
http://www.seattletutoringcoalition.org/tutor_orientation.php 
It takes 30-60 minutes.  If you don’t have an Internet connection or a very fast one, we 
can arrange to meet at the Senior Center computer center and take it there. 
 
The Seattle Tutoring Coalition is also holding its fall All City Tutor Training.  It’s 
Saturday, October 27 from 8:45 a.m. -1:15 p.m. at Washington Middle School 2101 S. 
Jackson Street, Seattle.  There are three sessions of workshops on a variety of topics—
from Tutoring 101 and reading fundamentals to Making Math Fun is Not an Oxymoron.  
If you would like to carpool, please contact me.  There are also other trainings and 
workshops listed on the STC web site, so feel free to check those out for yourself. 
 
Also, stay tuned for a session with the Shoreline School District’s math specialist, Linda 
Smith, coming up in November.  A date is still being worked out. 
 
At orientation, we showed off some of the resources available to Power of One 
volunteers.  There are several math dictionaries to check out as well as games and the 
book, The Read Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease.  These can be passed around to 
anyone who would like to use them. 
 
Growing Power of One 
Thank you to those of you who stopped by to say “hi” at the Lake Forest Park Farmer’s 
Market on September 9.  It was nice to see some familiar faces.  Hosting the community 
hospitality tent was fun.  It helped spread the word about Power of One to a lot of people.  
So hopefully, there will be more joining the ranks soon. 
 
If you would like a flyer to post on a bulletin board or want a paragraph for your church 
bulletin or other group, just ask.  If you know someone who would be a good fit for the 
program, give them my name and phone number or email address: 206-365-1169, 
karen.kessinger@shorelineschools.org 
 
Help Wanted 
Hopefully experienced Power of One volunteers are connecting with the teachers and 
staff they’ve worked with in the past.  But there’s always more help wanted. 
A quick list of schools requesting volunteer help: 
 

Briarcrest 
Library help always welcome 
Lunchtime mentoring program 11-12:45 
After school tutoring Tuesdays- 
Thursdays 3:00-4:00 

Adult ELL tutoring program 6:00-8:00 
pm starting in November in conjunction 
with Hopelink 
1st Grade Help, Mrs. Holdridge 



 
Syre 
1st Grade Reading help 
Library Support 
 
Highland Terrace 
Library Support 
 
Shoreline Children’s Center 
Literacy Support—reading with young 
children 
Lake Forest Park 
ELL Student Reading 
Student Writing Help 
Math Facts practice 
Kindergarten small groups 

 
Meridian Park 
Library support 
ELL student tutoring, support 
Reading help 
Cafeteria Positive Behavior Monitor 
Copying, materials preparation 
Mentoring 
 
Echo Lake 
Library Support 
Orchestra class help 
Kindergarten classroom support, small 
groups 
 

 
Also this one, but it’s not part of the Power of One program.  Just advertising a program 
that could use help. 
“Groundwork” at Ballinger Homes—with the Center for Human Services 
Mondays, Tuesdays & Wednesdays after school starting Sept. 17.  Volunteers provide 
academic support and skill building as well social/emotional development. 
2:15-6:00 pm full shifts, partial shifts available as well.  For more information, contact 
Sheryl Passarge ,Lead Family Support Specialist - Out of School Time Coordinator 
Center for Human Services at (206) 631-8835 or spassarge@chs-nw.org 
 
Office Hours 
With the new school year comes a change for your volunteer coordinator—office hours.  
The Senior Center is making a little room for supplies and materials too.  I’m still waiting 
on a room schedule to know when I can use the office space.  When that happens, come 
by and say hello. 
 
Important Dates 
Here are a few upcoming dates worth noting: 
Friday, October 5 NO SCHOOL, Staff Work Day 
Wednesday, Oct. 10-Friday Oct. 12 Early Release for All Day Kindergarten-6th grade, 
parent teacher conferences 
Saturday, Oct. 27 All City Tutor Training @ Washington Middle School, Seattle 
 
Anytime you have questions, suggestions or need additional information about Power of 
One, your volunteer assignment or anything else related to our program, feel free to 
contact me.  Call 206-365-1169 or email karen.kessinger@shorelineschools.org 
 
Also, if you’re on Facebook, search for Power of One Volunteers and “Like Us.”  You’ll 
be glad you did. 
 
Take care, 
Karen Kessinger 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Power of One Volunteer program 
206-365-1169, karen.kessinger@shorelineschools.org 


